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Types of Patents 
 

 

There are different types of patents that can be obtained to protect various types of inventions and 

innovations. Here is a list of common types of patents: 

1. Utility Patents: Utility patents are the most common type of patents and are granted for new 

and useful processes, machines, articles of manufacture, or compositions of matter. These 

patents provide exclusive rights to inventors and are valid for up to 20 years from the date of 

filing. 

2. Design Patents: Design patents protect the unique ornamental design or appearance of a 

functional item. They cover the aesthetic aspects of a product rather than its functional features. 

Design patents are valid for up to 15 years from the date of grant. 

3. Plant Patents: Plant patents are granted for new and distinct varieties of plants that are 

asexually reproduced. This includes plants that have been bred or discovered and can be 

reproduced through methods such as grafting or budding. Plant patents are valid for up to 20 

years from the date of filing. 

4. Software Patents: Software patents protect innovative computer programs and algorithms. 

They cover new and non-obvious software inventions and provide exclusive rights to the 

inventor. Software patents are often categorized as utility patents. 
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5. Business Method Patents: Business method patents protect new and innovative methods of 

conducting business. They cover novel processes or systems that provide a practical application 

in the field of commerce. Business method patents are typically categorized as utility patents. 

6. Pharmaceutical Patents: Pharmaceutical patents protect new and innovative drugs, 

formulations, and medical treatments. These patents play a crucial role in the pharmaceutical 

industry, encouraging research, development, and investment in new medicines. 

7. Biotechnology Patents: Biotechnology patents protect inventions related to genetic 

engineering, gene sequences, genetically modified organisms (GMOs), and other 

biotechnological processes. These patents are crucial in the field of biotechnology and provide 

incentives for innovation and research. 

8. Chemical Patents: Chemical patents protect new and inventive chemical compounds, 

compositions, and processes. They cover inventions related to the field of chemistry, including 

pharmaceuticals, materials, and industrial chemicals. 

9. Electrical Patents: Electrical patents protect inventions related to electrical devices, circuits, 

systems, and components. They cover innovations in fields such as electronics, 

telecommunications, power generation, and computer hardware. 

10. Mechanical Patents: Mechanical patents protect inventions related to machines, mechanical 

devices, mechanical systems, and mechanical processes. They cover innovations in fields such 

as engineering, manufacturing, automotive, and aerospace. 

It's important to note that patent laws and categories may vary between different countries or regions. 

Consulting with a patent attorney or intellectual property professional is recommended to understand 

the specific requirements and procedures for obtaining patents in a particular jurisdiction. 

 


